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TAGS: PINS, El 

SUBJECT: MASON-LYNCH CLASH ON SECURITY 

1 . A SPOKESMAN FOR PRIME MINISTER LYNCH HAS ISSUED A 
QUICK REJOINDER TO NORTHERN IRELAND SECRETARY ROY MASON'S 
REPORTED REMARKS IN PARLIAMENT ON FEB 20. THE PAPERS 

HERE REPORT THAT MASON SAID HE DISAGREED "ABSOLUTELY & 
FUNDAMENTALLY" WITH JACK LYNCH’S STATEMENT THAT ONLY 
2 PERCENT OF TERRORIST INCIDENTS IN THE NORTH EMANATE 
FROM SOUTH OF THE BORDER. MASON REPORTEDLY THEN SAID 
"2 PERCENT IS A PALTRY FIGURE". 

2. THE GOI SPOKESMAN RELEASED FIGURES SUPPLED BY THE 
BRITISH SHOWING THAT THE PERCENTAGE OF INCIDENTS WHICH 
ORIGINATED IN THE REPUBLIC WAS 2.1 PERCENT IN 1975, 

1.26 PERCENT IN 1976, AND 1.06 PERCENT LAST YEAR. 

3. COMMENT: MASON'S REMARKS UNDER PRESSURE IN PARLIAMENT 
WOULD NORMALLY NOT SPARK SUCH A BRUSQUE REJOINDER - THE 
GOI UNDERSTANDS THE PRESSURES. HOWEVER, IN THE WAKE OF 
THE HORRIFIC INCIDENT AT COMBER, COUNTY DOWN AND THE 
REMARKS DA THE PEACE WOMEN THAT LYNCH IS AIDING THE 
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PROVISIONAL IRA (SEPTEL), IT WAS DECIDED THAT ENOUGH IS 
ENOUGH AND THE GOI APPARENTLY DECIDED THAT IT DID NOT 
WANT AN IMAGE TO BE FOSTERED THAT IT IS SOFT ON SECURITY. 

A BRITISH EMBASSY SOURCE TOLD US THAT, IN FACT, HMG HAS 

NO COMPLAINT WHATEVER ON SECURITY COOPERATION WITH THE GOI. 
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